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off to Portsmouihj and on " Friday night
September] at half-past ten, drove from dear,
dear Merton, where 1 left aU that I hold dear
la this world, to go to serve my King and Country.
May the Great God Whom 1 adore enable me to
fulfil the expectations of my Country, and If It Is
His good pleasure that I should return, my thanks
wiH never cease being offered up to the Throne
of His Mercy. If It is His good providence to
cut short my days upon earth, I bow with the
greatest submission., relying that He will protect
those so dear to me that I may leave behind.
His will be done. Amen. Amen. Amen/3
Next day Xelson hoisted his flag. *c I wras only
twenty-five days, from dinner to dinner^ absent
from the Victory" At noon he went on board,
accompanied by Canning and Rose5 representing
the Ministers, and despite the secrecy of his em-
barkation, great crowds collected to see his barge
row off and give to Mm a farewell never accorded
before or since to any British seaman.